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BIRD CONSERVATION 
VO L U M E  22 ,  NU M BE R  2  AP RI L  2020 

:LQWHU� LV� DQ� LQKHUHQWO\�
YDULDEOH� VHDVRQ� IRU�
UHVLGHQW� ELUGV�� ZLWK�
FHUWDLQ�VSHFLHV�DEXQGDQW�
GXULQJ�VRPH�ZLQWHUV�DQG�
DEVHQW� GXULQJ� RWKHUV���
2QO\� ZLWK� ORQJ� WHUP�
REVHUYDWLRQV� FDQ�

SDWWHUQV�EHJLQ�WR�HPHUJH� 
 
7KLV� ZLQWHU�� %&5�
UHSHDWHG� ILYH� VXUYH\�
WUDQVHFWV� WKURXJK�
&RQQHFWLFXW¶V� 1RUWKHDVW�
8SODQGV� HFRUHJLRQ� WKDW� LW�
ILUVW� � SHUIRUPHG� WKHUH� LQ�

������ � 7KH� ��� FHQVXV�
SRLQWV�DORQJ� WKHVH�URXWHV��
ZKLFK� DUH� DOVR� WR� EH�
UHSHDWHG� QH[W� ZLQWHU�� ZLOO�
SURYLGH� D� ��-\HDU�
SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�ZLQWHU�ELUG�
SRSXODWLRQV� DFURVV� WKH�

 
�&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH��� 

The Gray Catbird is a common summer but rare winter resident. 



An ice storm coated the trees of northeastern Connecticut in early winter. 
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“The winter 
of  2019-2020 
was notable 
for its low 
density of  
birds.  ” 
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YALE FOREST  
-C ON T IN U E D  

UHJLRQ� 
 
,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKHVH�
URXWHV�� ZH� DOVR� EHJDQ�
RXU� ILUVW� ZLQWHU� VXUYH\V�
DORQJ� ��� WUDQVHFWV�
WKURXJK� WKH� <DOH-0\HUV�
)RUHVW� RI� 8QLRQ-$VKIRUG-
(DVWIRUG�� � 7KHVH� URXWHV�
ZHUH� RULJLQDOO\�
HVWDEOLVKHG� DV� EUHHGLQJ�
ELUG� VXUYH\� WUDQVHFWV���
7KHVH�ODWWHU�URXWHV�FRXQW�
ELUGV� XVLQJ� D� GLIIHUHQW�
WHFKQLTXH�� VR� RQFH� ZH�
KDYH� JDWKHUHG� VHYHUDO�
\HDUV� RI� GDWD�� ZH� FDQ�
FRPSDUH� KRZ� WKH� WZR�
PHWKRGV�SHUIRUP� 
 
7KH�ZLQWHU� RI� ����-�����

ZDV� QRWDEOH� IRU� LWV� ORZ�
GHQVLW\�RI�ELUGV�� � ,QGHHG��
D�IHZ�WUDQVHFWV�SURGXFHG�
KDUGO\�D�VLQJOH�LQGLYLGXDO���
6SHFLHV� OLNH� WKH�*ROGHQ-
FURZQHG� .LQJOHW�� DPRQJ�
WKH�PRVW�DEXQGDQW�ZLQWHU�
UHVLGHQWV� GXULQJ� VRPH�
\HDUV�� RFFXUUHG� RQO\�
LQIUHTXHQWO\�� � 6LPLODUO\��
ILQFKHV� WKDW�GXULQJ�VRPH�
ZLQWHUV� DUULYH� IURP� WKH�
ERUHDO� ]RQH� LQ� KXJH�
QXPEHUV� ZHUH� ODUJHO\�
DEVHQW�� � 2QO\� D� IHZ�
3XUSOH�)LQFKHV�DSSHDUHG�
RQ� WKLV� ZLQWHU¶V� FRXQWV���
7KH� KLJKOLJKW� RI� ZLQWHU�
VXUYH\V� ZDV� WKH�
DSSHDUDQFH� RI� D� VLQJOH�
*UD\�&DWELUG–�D�UDULW\�IRU�

RXU�UHJLRQ� 
 
,Q� FRQWUDVW�� VRPH�
VSHFLHV� VHHP� WR� KDYH�
LQFUHDVHG� QRWLFHDEO\�
VLQFH� WKH� LQLWLDO� �����
FRXQWV�� � 3LOHDWHG�
:RRGSHFNHUV� FRQWLQXHG�
WKHLU� LQFUHDVH�DFURVV� WKH�
UHJLRQ�� EHLQJ� SUHVHQW� RQ�
QHDUO\� DOO� RI� WKLV� ZLQWHU¶V�
VXUYH\V�� � $QRWKHU�
ZRRGSHFNHU�� WKH� <HOORZ-
EHOOLHG� 6DSVXFNHU�� RQFH�
DEVHQW�IURP�WKH�UHJLRQ�LQ�
ZLQWHU�� QRZ� RFFXUV�
UHJXODUO\� 
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“...Findings 
such as these 
demonstrate 
that the 
forest bird 
communi ty 
is highly 
dynamic.” 

6RPH� RI� WKH� PRVW�
LQWHUHVWLQJ� REVHUYDWLRQV�
IURP�RXU�ORQJ-WHUP�VWXGLHV�
RI� WKH�VXPPHULQJ�ELUGV�RI�
<DOH-0\HUV� )RUHVW� KDYH��
FRQFHUQHG� ILQGLQJV� IRU�
LQGLYLGXDO� VSHFLHV�� � 6RPH�
WKDW� ZHUH� DPRQJ� WKH�
FRPPRQHVW� ZKHQ� WKH�
VWXG\� EHJDQ� LQ� ����� DUH�
QRZ� UDUH� WR� DEVHQW��
ZKHUHDV�RWKHU�VSHFLHV�QRW�

SUHVHQW� LQ� ����� DUH� QRZ�
DPRQJ� � WKH� PRVW�
DEXQGDQW� 
 
1RWDEOH�DPRQJ� WKH� IRUPHU�
JURXS� LV� WKH�5HG-EUHDVWHG�
1XWKDWFK–� WKH� FRPPRQHVW�
QXWKDWFK� LQ� ����� EXW� QRZ�
RFFXUULQJ�RQO\�LQIUHTXHQWO\��� 
1RWDEOH� DPRQJ� WKH� ODWWHU�
JURXS�LV�WKH�3LQH�:DUEOHU–�
DEVHQW�LQ������EXW�QRZ�WKH�

SUMMER YALE 
FOREST STUDY 

NEARS COMPLETION 

VHFRQG�FRPPRQHVW�IRUHVW�
ZDUEOHU�� � 6LPLODUO\�� WKH�
<HOORZ-EHOOLHG�6DSVXFNHU��
DEVHQW� LQ� ����� LV� QRZ�
DPRQJ�WKH�FRPPRQHVW�RI�
ZRRGSHFNHUV�� � )LQGLQJV�
VXFK� DV� WKHVH�
GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW� WKH�
IRUHVW� ELUG� FRPPXQLW\� LV�
KLJKO\�G\QDPLF� 

This map of the Yale-Myers Forest properties shows the location of our 
10 survey transects. 
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“Hybridizat-
ion among  

animals 
provides 

insights into 
ecological 

and 
evolutionary 
processes.” 

HYBRID WARBLER 
INVESTIGATION 
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This field sketch and notes comprise the only record for this likely 
intergeneric hybrid warbler. 

 

DQG� 1DVKYLOOH� :DUEOHU����
7KH�ILUVW�LV�DQ�DEXQGDQW�
&RQQHFWLFXW� VXPPHU�
UHVLGHQW� RI� ZHWODQG�
ERUGHUV�� ZKHUHDV� WKH�
VHFRQG� OLYHV� LQ� VLPLODU�
KDELWDWV� EXW� LV� D� UDUH�
UHVLGHQW�IRXQG�SULPDULO\�
QRUWK�RI�&RQQHFWLFXW��� 
 
,Q� VLWXDWLRQV� OLNH� WKHVH��
FRQGLWLRQV� DUH� ULJKW� IRU��
K\EULGL]DWLRQ� WR� RFFXU���
7KH� VNHWFK� DQG� QRWHV�
DERYH�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�
WKH� REVHUYHG� LQGLYLGXDO�
KDG� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� RI�
ERWK�VSHFLHV� 

+\EULGL]DWLRQ� DPRQJ��
DQLPDOV� SURYLGHV�
LQVLJKWV� LQWR� HFRORJLFDO�
DQG� HYROXWLRQDU\�
SURFHVVHV�� � %&5�
UHFHQWO\� UHSRUWHG�
REVHUYDWLRQDO� HYLGHQFH�
RI� DQ� H[DPSOH� RI� VXFK��
K\EULGL]DWLRQ�� � 7KLV�
QRWDEOH� LQVWDQFH�
LQYROYHG� K\EULGL]DWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ� WZR� GLIIHUHQW�
JHQHUD� RI� ZRRG�
ZDUEOHUV��� 
 
7KH� ZDUEOHUV� LQ�
TXHVWLRQ� DUH� WKH�
&RPPRQ� <HOORZWKURDW�

:DUEOHUV� HYHQ� DPRQJ�
GLIIHUHQW� JHQHUD� KDYH�
EHHQ� GHPRQVWUDWHG� WR�
EH�FORVHO\�UHODWHG��DQG�
D� QXPEHU� RI�
LQWHUJHQHULF� K\EULGV�
KDYH� EHHQ� UHSRUWHG���
7KLV� SDLULQJ� LV� D� QHZ�
RQH��KRZHYHU���7KH�IXOO�
WH[W� RI� WKH� DUWLFOH� PD\�
EH� DFFHVVHG� DW� KWWS���
ZZZ�DUWVDQGDFDGHPLF
�QHW�SGI�K\EULG�
��ZDUEOHU�SGI� 
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“ We are 
working to 

employ wild 
birds as part 

of  our 
integrated 

pest 
management 

strategy.” 

FIELD STATION 
UPDATE 

Placing black plastic down helps warm the soil for early spring plantings. 

6SULQJ� LV�D�EXV\� WLPH�DW�
WKH�ILHOG�VWDWLRQ����$SULO�LV�
WKH� PRQWK� LQ� ZKLFK� ZH�
EHJLQ� VSULQJ� EDQGLQJ�
DFWLYLWLHV� DV� SDUW� RI� RXU�
RQJRLQJ� VWXGLHV� LQWR� WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH� RI�
&RQQHFWLFXW� DJULFXOWXUDO�
ODQG�DV�PLJUDWRU\�KDELWDW�
IRU�0LGZHVWHUQ�JUDVVODQG�
ELUG�VSHFLHV��� 
 
/DVW� \HDU�� ZH�
GHPRQVWUDWHG� WKH�
SUHVHQFH� RI� WKH� W\SLFDOO\�
0LGZHVWHUQ� &OD\-FRORUHG�
6SDUURZ��DQG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�
\HDUV� ZH� KDYH� DOVR�
IRXQG� 9HVSHU� DQG�
*UDVVKRSSHU� 6SDUURZV���
$OWKRXJK� OHVV� UHVWULFWHG�

WR� WKH�0LGZHVW�� ZH� KDYH�
DOVR�EDQGHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�
PLJUDQW� 6DYDQQDK�
6SDUURZV� RQ� WKH�
SURSHUW\�� DQG� ZH� ZLOO� EH�
VHHNLQJ� DGGLWLRQDO�
0LGZHVWHUQ� VSHFLHV� WKLV�
VSULQJ�� 
 
:H� DUH� DOVR� FRQWLQXLQJ�
RXU� SURJUDP� RI�
WUDQVSODQWLQJ� QDWLYH�
IORZHULQJ� DQG� IUXLWLQJ�
VKUXEV� DQG� WUHHV� WR� RXU�
QHZO\� FOHDUHG� ILHOG�
ERUGHUV�� � 2XU� JRDO� LV� WR�
PD[LPL]H� WKH�
DWWUDFWLYHQHVV� RI� WKH�
ERUGHUV� WR� PLJUDWLQJ� DQG�
UHVLGHQW�ELUGV� 
 

3DUW� RI� WKH� UHDVRQ� IRU�
HQFRXUDJLQJ� ELUGV� LV�
UHODWHG� WR� RXU�
DJULFXOWXUDO� RSHUDWLRQV��
ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�H[SDQGLQJ�
WR� WKUHH� YHJHWDEOH� SORWV�
WKLV� \HDU�� � :H� DUH�
ZRUNLQJ� WR� HPSOR\� ZLOG�
ELUGV� DV� SDUW� RI� RXU�
LQWHJUDWHG� SHVW�
PDQDJHPHQW�VWUDWHJ\�� 
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LV� QHYHU� WRR� ODWH���
0HPEHUVKLSV� UHPDLQ� RQH�
RI� RXU� SULQFLSDO�PHDQV� RI�
IXQGLQJ� WKH� SURMHFWV� WKDW�
ZH� FRQGXFW�� VR� � SOHDVH�
FRQVLGHU� MRLQLQJ� XV����

,W¶V� WLPH� WR� UHQHZ�
PHPEHUVKLS� IRU� �������
([LVWLQJ� PHPEHUV� KDYH�
UHFHLYHG� UHQHZDO� IRUPV�
DOUHDG\�� � ,I� \RX� KDYH� QRW�
\HW� EHFRPH�D�PHPEHU�� LW�

0(0%(56+,3�  

0HPEHUVKLS 
� 
 
 
 
 
BBBB�����5HJXODU�PHPEHU� 
BBBB�����)DPLO\�PHPEHUVKLS 
BBBB������6XVWDLQLQJ�PHPEHU 
BBBB�������&RQWULEXWRU 
BBBB������3DWURQ 
BBBB������%HQHIDFWRU 
BBBB��������*UDQG��EHQHIDFWRU 
 
1DPH���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
$GGUHVV���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
 
7RZQ����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
� 
&LW\���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
6WDWH��]LS���BBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
3KRQH����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
(-PDLO����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

%LUG 
&RQVHUYDWLRQ 
5HVHDUFK��,QF� 

0HPEHUVKLS� DSSOLFDWLRQV�
DQG� FRQWULEXWLRQ� RSWLRQV�
DUH� DYDLODEOH� DW�
ZZZ�ELUGFRQVHUYDWLRQ-
UHVHDUFK�RUJ�� 

Be part of this year’s crop. 


