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The boreal-breeding White-throated Sparrow has receded from much of 
the southern edge of its range. 

7KLV� -XQH�� %&5� EHJDQ�
LWV�VHFRQG�\HDU�RI�IROORZ-
XS� VXUYH\V� DW� <DOH-
0\HUV� )RUHVW� QHDU�
8QLRQ�� &7� RQ� SURSHUW\�
PDQDJHG� E\� WKH� <DOH�

8QLYHUVLW\� 6FKRRO� RI�
)RUHVWU\�� � � 6XUYH\V� ZHUH�
ILUVW� FRQGXFWHG� WKHUH� LQ�
����� DV� D� SLORW� VWXG\� IRU�
WKH�HLJKW�\HDU�ORQJ�)RUHVW�
%LUG� 6XUYH\� RI� 6RXWKHUQ��
1HZ�(QJODQG� 
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“Causes of  
the long-term 

changes 
appear to be 
varied and 

complex, and 
we are now 
working to 

relate 
individual 
species’ 

changes to 
specific 
causes.” 
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&RQQHFWLFXW¶V� 1RUWKHDVW�
8SODQGV� HFRUHJLRQ���
7KH\� XVHG� D� OHVV�
VRSKLVWLFDWHG� VDPSOLQJ�
SURWRFRO� � WKDQ�WKDW�RI� WKH�
)RUHVW�%LUG�6XUYH\�FDOOHG�
DQ� (POHQ� VWULS� FHQVXV��
DQG� ZH� UHSHDWHG� WKLV�
SURFHGXUH� WKH� SDVW� WZR�
\HDUV� LQ� RUGHU� WR� PDNH�
GDWD�FRPSDUDEOH� 
 
&KDQJHV� LQ� FRPPXQLW\�
FRPSRVLWLRQ�RYHU� WKH���-
\HDU� SHULRG� KDYH� EHHQ�
SURIRXQG�� DOWKRXJK�
FKDQJHV� EHWZHHQ� ODVW�
\HDU� DQG� WKLV� \HDU� KDYH�
EHHQ� FRPSDUDWLYHO\�
VOLJKW�� � 7KLV� ILQGLQJ� WLHV�
LQWR� RXU� DUJXPHQW� WKDW�
ELUG� FRPPXQLWLHV� DUH�
G\QDPLF� DQG� QRW� VWDWLF�
JURXSLQJV�RI�VSHFLHV�WKDW�
FKDQJH� FRQWLQXDOO\� RYHU�
ORQJ� SHULRGV�� � 7KDW� WKH\�
GR� KDV� LPSOLFDWLRQV� IRU�

KRZ� ZH� YLHZ� WKH�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ� LPSRUWDQFH�
RI� ORFDOO\� GHFOLQLQJ�
VSHFLHV� 
 
&DXVHV� RI� WKH� ORQJ-WHUP�
FKDQJHV� DSSHDU� WR� EH�
YDULHG�DQG�FRPSOH[��DQG�
ZH� DUH� QRZ� ZRUNLQJ� WR�
UHODWH� LQGLYLGXDO� VSHFLHV¶�
SRSXODWLRQ� FKDQJHV� WR�
VSHFLILF�FDXVHV�� �&OLPDWH�
FKDQJH� PD\� H[SODLQ�
VRPH� RI� WKH� FKDQJHV��
VXFK� DV� WKH� DSSHDUDQFH�
RI� VRXWKHUQ-EUHHGLQJ�
VSHFLHV� OLNH� WKH� +RRGHG�
:DUEOHU� DQG� .HQWXFN\�
:DUEOHU�� � ,Q�DGGLWLRQ�� WKH�
GHFOLQH� RI� QRUWKHUQ�
EUHHGLQJ�VSHFLHV� OLNH�WKH�
%ODFNEXUQLDQ� :DUEOHU��
:LQWHU� :UHQ� DQG� 'DUN-
H\HG� -XQFR�PD\� EH� WLHG�
WR�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH� 
 
6RPH� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ�

FKDQJHV� REVHUYHG� DOVR�
OLNHO\� RFFXU� LQ� UHVSRQVH�
WR� WKH� IRUHVW�
PDQDJHPHQW� DFWLYLWLHV�
FRQGXFWHG� E\� WKH�
)RUHVWU\� 6FKRRO�� � 7KH�
RFFXUUHQFH� RI� HDUO\�
VXFFHVVLRQDO�VSHFLHV�OLNH�
WKH� /HDVW� )O\FDWFKHU��
1DVKYLOOH� :DUEOHU��
0DJQROLD� :DUEOHU� DQG�
&KHVWQXW-VLGHG� :DUEOHU�
DSSHDUV� UHODWHG� WR� WKLV�
PDQDJHPHQW��� 
 
+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�
VSHFLHV� OLNH� WKH� QRZ�
FRPPRQ� <HOORZ-EHOOLHG�
6DSVXFNHU� � ZKRVH�
SRSXODWLRQ�JURZWK�VHHPV�
XQUHODWHG� WR� HLWKHU� RI�
WKHVH� IDFWRUV� DQG� PD\�
LQVWHDG� EH� UHODWHG� WR� WKH�
UDSLG� VSUHDG� WKURXJK� LWV�
SRSXODWLRQ� RI� VRPH� NH\�
DGDSWDWLRQ� 

The majority of species with increasing populations at Yale Forest have 
geographic ranges largely to the south of Connecticut or for which Connecticut is 
central to their range.  Few southerly-distributed species are declining.  About the 

same number of northerly-distributed are increasing as decreasing. 



Bird Conservation Page 3 

“… Forest 
Birds of  

Connecticut 
and Rhode 

Island … has 
been 

downloaded 
over 2050 

times, making 
it one of  the 
few technical 

works to attain 
a wide 

readership.”  
6LQFH� LWV�DSSHDUDQFH� ODVW�
\HDU�� )RUHVW� %LUGV� RI�
&RQQHFWLFXW� DQG� 5KRGH�
,VODQG�� WKH� FRPSLODWLRQ� RI��
RXU� HLJKW� \HDU� VWXG\� RI�
SRSXODWLRQV�� KDELWDW� XVH�
DQG� GLVWULEXWLRQV� RI� WKH�
UHJLRQ¶V� IRUHVW� ELUGV�� � KDV�
EHHQ� GRZQORDGHG� RYHU�
����� WLPHV��PDNLQJ� LW�RQH�
RI�WKH�IHZ�WHFKQLFDO�ZRUNV�
WR� DWWDLQ� D� ZLGH�
UHDGHUVKLS�� � ,W� FRQWLQXHV�
WR� DWWUDFW� DQ� H[SDQGLQJ�
UHDGHUVKLS� DW� WKH� UDWH� RI�
DERXW� ��� QHZ� GRZQORDGV�

SHU�PRQWK� 
 
,W� LV� GRZQORDGDEOH� DW� QR�
FRVW� YLD� RXU� SXEOLVKLQJ�
SDUWQHU�� $UWV� DQG�
$FDGHPLF�3XEOLVKLQJ�� � ,W� LV�
DYDLODEOH� DW� KWWS���
ZZZ�DUWVDQGDFDGHPLF�QHW�
SGI�IRUHVW���ELUGV���RI�
��FW���DQG���UL�����SGI���
$� SULQW� YHUVLRQ� LV� DOVR�
DYDLODEOH� 
 
,WV� FRPSDQLRQ� YROXPH��
)RUHVW� %LUGV� RI�
&RQQHFWLFXW� DQG� 5KRGH�
,VODQG�� 0DSV� RI�

FOREST BIRDS  OF  CT & 
RI MOST  POPULAR  

TITLE 

'LVWULEXWLRQV� DQG�
3RSXODWLRQ� 'HQVLWLHV�� LV�
DYDLODEOH� DW� KWWS���
ZZZ�DUWVDQGDFDGHPLF�QHW�
SGI�IRUHVW���ELUGV���RI�
��FW���DQG���UL-�
��PDSV�SGI�� � ,W� SURYLGHV�
*,6-FRPSDWDEOH� PDSV� RI�
GLVWULEXWLRQV� IRU�
FRQVHUYDWLRQ� SODQQHUV�
DQG�UHVHDUFKHUV� 

Eastern Phoebes inhabit forest openings and edge habitats. 
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“...our 
farmland 

continues to 
serve as both 

migratory 
pathway and 
potential new 

breeding 
grounds for 
species that 

typically 
breed 

elsewhere…” 

IMPORTANCE OF CT 
AGRICULTURE TO BIRDS 
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The White-crowned Sparrow is one of the species making use of 
agricultural landscapes as migratory habitat. 

 

 

+RZHYHU�� ZLWKLQ�
DQRWKHU� ZHHN�� D�
0LGZHVWHUQ� VSHFLHV��
WKH� &OD\-FRORUHG�
6SDUURZ�� HVWDEOLVKHG� D�
WHUULWRU\�� DOVR�
RFFXS\LQJ� KDELWDW�
YLUWXDOO\� LQGLVWLQJXLVK-
DEOH�WR�WKDW�XVHG�LQ�WKH�
KHDUW� RI� LWV� :LVFRQVLQ�
EUHHGLQJ� UDQJH–�
GHFLGXRXV� WUHHV� DQG�
VKUXEV� ERUGHULQJ� RXU�
KD\ILHOG�� � ,Q� SUHYLRXV�
\HDUV�� ZH� KDYH�
VLPLODUO\� KDG� RWKHU�
W\SLFDOO\� 0GZHVWHUQ�
VSHFLHV� OLNH�WKH�9HVSHU�
6SDUURZ� GR� WKH� VDPH���
,Q� WKLV� FDVH�� KRZHYHU��
WKH� SRVVLELOLW\� RI�
EUHHGLQJ� ZDV�
VLJQLILFDQW�� � $V�
0LGZHVWHUQ� KDELWDWV�
KDYH� GHJUDGHG� GXH� WR�
WKH� HOLPLQDWLRQ� RI�

:KHQ� D� VLQJLQJ� PDOH�
:KLWH-FURZQHG�
6SDUURZ� UHPDLQHG� DW�
WKH� ILHOG� VWDWLRQ� IRU� D�
ZHHN� WKLV� VSULQJ��
EHKDYLQJ� WHUULWRULDOO\�
DQG� ZLWK� D� IHPDOH�
QHDUE\� �EDQGHG��
DERYH��� WKH� SRVVLELOLW\�
WKDW� D� YDVW� UDQJH�
H[SDQVLRQ� FRXOG� RFFXU�
VHHPHG� SODXVLEOH���
,QGHHG�� WKH� FRQLIHU�
ERUGHUHG�ZHWODQG�WKDW�LW�
RFFXSLHG� ZDV� UDWKHU�
VLPLODU� LQ� DSSHDUDQFH�
WR� EUHHGLQJ� KDELWDWV�
RFFXSLHG� LQ� WKH� KLJK�
5RFN\� 0RXQWDLQV���
+RZHYHU�� ZLWKLQ� D� IHZ�
PRUH� GD\V�� WKH� PDOH�
DQG� IHPDOH� GHSDUWHG��
OLNHO\� IRU� WKH� ERJ�
ERUGHUV� RI� IDU� QRUWKHUQ�
&DQDGD� 
 

VKUXEE\� ILHOG� ERUGHUV��
WKH�VSHFLHV�KDV�EHJXQ�
WR� UDQJH� HDVW�� ZLWK�
UHJXODU� EUHHGHUV� QRZ�
RFFXUULQJ� DV� FORVH� WR�
XV� DV� FHQWUDO� 1HZ�
<RUN� 
 
$OO� WKLV� SRLQWV� WRZDUG�
WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�1HZ�
(QJODQG� DJULFXOWXUDO�
ODQG� IRU� ELUGV�� �:H� GR�
QRW� SUDFWLFH� WKH� W\SHV�
RI� PHFKDQL]HG� ³FOHDQ´�
IDUPLQJ� WKDW� LV�
H[SDQGLQJ� LQ� WKH�
0LGZHVW�� VR� RXU�
IDUPODQG� FRQWLQXHV� WR�
VHUYH� DV� ERWK�
PLJUDWRU\� KDELWDW� DQG�
SRWHQWLDO�QHZ�EUHHGLQJ�
JURXQG�IRU�VSHFLHV�WKDW�
W\SLFDOO\� EUHHG�
HOVHZKHUH� RQ� WKH�
FRQWLQHQW� 
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“ Indeed, 
fence posts 

form an 
important 

aspect of  our 
organic 
farming 

protocol, as 
these posts 

form hunting 
perches for 

the birds that 
feed on 

insects.” 

FIELD STATION 
UPDATE 

Recently hilled potatoes are representative of the many crops organically grown 
at the field station.  Squashes are under the row cover. 

:LWK� WKH� JURZLQJ�
VHDVRQ� QRZ� ZHOO�
XQGHUZD\�� RXU�
DJULFXOWXUDO� RSHUDWLRQV�
FRQWLQXH�WR�H[SDQG���2XU�
PDMRU� ILHOG� FURSV� LQ�
DGGLWLRQ� WR� KD\� LQFOXGH�
FRUQ�� WRPDWRHV�� RQLRQV�
DQG� SRWDWRHV�� �:H� KDYH�
DV� ZHOO� HVWDEOLVKHG� DQ�
RUFKDUG� WKDW� LV� QRZ�
IHQFHG� DJDLQVW�
GHSUHGDWLRQ�E\�GHHU��� 
 
,QGHHG�� IHQFH�SRVWV� IRUP�
DQ� LPSRUWDQW� DVSHFW� RI�
RXU� RUJDQLF� IDUPLQJ�
SURWRFRO�� DV� WKHVH� SRVWV�
IRUP�KXQWLQJ� SHUFKHV� IRU�

WKH� ELUGV� WKDW� IHHG� XSRQ�
LQVHFWV� LQKDELWLQJ� WKH�
ILHOGV�� � 5HJXODU� XVHUV� RI�
WKHVH� SRVWV� LQFOXGH�
,QGLJR� %XQWLQJ�� &KLSSLQJ�
6SDUURZ�� 6RQJ� 6SDUURZ�
DQG� (DVWHUQ� 3KRHEH���
$OWKRXJK� ELUGV� FDQ� KDYH�
D� GLIILFXOW� WLPH� PDNLQJ� D�
GHQW� LQ� SHVWV� XQGHUJRLQJ�
D� SRSXODWLRQ� RXWEUHDN��
WKH\� FDQ� EH� HIIHFWLYH� LQ�
FRQWUROOLQJ� SHVWV� SUHVHQW�
LQ�PRUH�PRGHVW�QXPEHUV� 
 
,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR�
HQFRXUDJLQJ� YHUWHEUDWH�
DQG� LQYHUWHEUDWH�
SUHGDWRUV�� ZH� DOVR� WUHDW�
RXU� ILHOGV� ZLWK� SDUDVLWLF�

QHPDWRGHV� WR� GHVWUR\�
VRLO� SHVWV� OLNH�
ZLUHZRUPV�� � :H� DOVR�
PDNH� XVH� RI� EDFWHULD�
OLNH� %DFLOOXV�
WKXULQJLHQVLV�� ZKLFK�
DWWDFNV� DQG� NLOOV� D�
YDULHW\�RI�FDWHUSLOODUV�DV�
ZHOO� DV� VRPH� EHHWOHV���
)XUWKHUPRUH�� ZH�
HPSOR\� FXOWXUDO�
SUDFWLFHV� OLNH� FURS�
VSDFLQJ� WR� SUHYHQW�
GLVHDVH� DQG� ZH� XVH�
IORDWLQJ� URZ� FRYHUV�
�SKRWR� DERYH�� WR�
SUHYHQW� LQVHFWV� IURP�
OD\LQJ� HJJV� RQ� FHUWDLQ�
FURSV� 
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UHPDLQ� RQH� RI� RXU�
SULQFLSDO� PHDQV� RI�
IXQGLQJ� WKH� SURMHFWV� WKDW�
ZH� FRQGXFW�� VR� � SOHDVH�
FRQVLGHU� MRLQLQJ� XV����
0HPEHUVKLS� DSSOLFDWLRQV�

7KDQNV� WR� DOO� WKRVH� ZKR�
KDYH� EHFRPH� %&5�
PHPEHUV�IRU��������,I�\RX�
KDYH� QRW� \HW� EHFRPH� D�
PHPEHU�� LW� LV� QHYHU� WRR�
ODWH�� � 0HPEHUVKLSV�
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$GGUHVV���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
 
7RZQ����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
� 
&LW\���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
6WDWH��]LS���BBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
3KRQH����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
 
(-PDLO����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

%LUG 
&RQVHUYDWLRQ 
5HVHDUFK��,QF� 

DQG� FRQWULEXWLRQ� RSWLRQV�
DUH� DYDLODEOH� DW�
ZZZ�ELUGFRQVHUYDWLRQ-
UHVHDUFK�RUJ�� 

Putting all our eggs in one basket. 


